
 

 

 
WATERTOWN POLICE COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

ZOOM 

MINUTES 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. 
 

 

1. Convene Regular Meeting  

Chairman Richard Antonetti called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call 

 

PRESENT: Richard Antonetti, Chairman 

 Jamie Hobart Lambo 

 Robert McCarthy 

   

ABSENT:  David Jannetty, V. Chairman 

 Richard Rossi, Secretary 

  

 

ALTERNATES                            

PRESENT: Tamara Keeman 

 Jamie Russ 

 

 

ALTERNATES                                                         

ABSENT: none. 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief  

   Attorney McSherry 

   Attorney Fitzpatrick 

 

Jamie Russ sat in as regular member for Richard Rossi. 

Tamara Keeman sat in as a regular member for David Jannetty.  

 

3. Public Participation 

 Katherine Camara, 31 Cottage Place: Because it is very confusing what you are doing for 

Public Participation I am going to read a letter that I sent to all the Police Commissioners and 

mind you it cost me $30.00 to make the copies, documents and to mail this.  

 

 Ms. Camara was put on mute. 
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 Chairman Richard Antonetti: Ms. Camara I would like to remind that the matter that you 

brought up at last month’s meeting is not appropriate for discussion at this particular 

meeting. Again it is a matter that is a year and a half old, if you say it is a budgetary matter, 

the budget for this year and the past year has already gone by and has been dealt with so 

therefore it is not appropriate and any mention of any personnel it is not appropriate before 

this meeting. Now I will ask the various members that are here. Would you like her to read 

the document that you received in the mail? I will start with each commissioner and ask them 

would they favor the reading of that document that you received. I will start with 

Commissioner McCarthy would you like that to be read. 

 

 Robert McCarthy: No, I received the letter and read it. 

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: Commissioner Keeman would you like it to be read in the 

record. 

 

 Tamara Keeman: I would not I have already received it and I have read it as well. 

  

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: Commissioner Russ how do you feel. 

 

 Jamie Russ: No, I received it in the mail and already read it. 

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: We do not want that particular memo whatever documents you 

sent to each of the commissioners and myself that you required by Freedom of Information 

from our Chief of Police. We do not feel it is appropriate to be read into the record. So if you 

have any other matter Ms. Camara you can proceed if not then if not we will have to mute 

you.  

 

 Katherine Camara, 31 Cottage Place: I do have another matter but as to this one I can tell you 

I have every right to talk about the budget. I don’t have to read this letter and that is fine if 

you don’t want me to read the letter. I don’t need to name personnel but I will say something 

about the budget. I understand what Chief Bernegger is saying about possibly ever needing to 

do this type of hire again, where we actually pay money to another municipality.  

 All of you received documentation that showed what happened the very first time that we did 

this. As a taxpayer I have an issue about this. I understand the need that we might have in the 

future however as I said in my last letter what can be put in place to protect the taxpayers 

should we pay to another municipality and have an issue like the one we had where we could 

have been sued. I understand that there is no money in the budget there is a future road here, 

this could happen in the future. I am asking that you consider what happened the first time 

when we did this and what safeguards could be put in place for the taxpayers should this ever 

happen again.  I don’t think there is anything wrong with my asking about that. So I really 

don’t appreciate that this information is not being disseminated because you assumed what I 

am going to say. I was reading the letter Mr. Chairman because I hadn’t sent it to you and I 

was reading it for your benefit. I didn’t sent it to you because the last time I sent you 

something you didn’t send it to everybody. That was the reason I was reading the letter and 

the only reason I was reading the letter.      
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            Now I have another issue I am asking Chief Bernegger to consider this about being in 

crosswalks and walking on the streets of Watertown. This has happened to me twice when I 

am protesting which I have the right to do. I am very respectful of that, I stay on the 

sidewalks. I wear my mask if I am near anybody, I don’t approach people unless they 

approach me. However I had an incident this weekend with someone yelling out the window 

at me, seemingly stalking me, and then stopping at the crosswalk, that is where the woman 

got killed. I didn’t realize when I had started to cross that it was the same person and then I 

did realize that he was looking down I thought he was going to take a picture and when he 

looked up he started to proceed while I was in the crosswalk. It’s okay if somebody doesn’t 

like what my signs say they can protest to. I have a real problem as last year a woman drove 

towards me with a camera to her face with both hands on the camera. So what I am asking is 

I know that there are signs that you put out in those crosswalks for people to stop if someone 

is in the crosswalk and I hope they go out again. I also think it would be nice for the 

department to put something into the newspaper, our local paper to remind people we have 

had people killed on our Main Street and this was very aggressive towards me. I am asking if 

the department can put something in the paper about safety on our streets and certainly make 

people aware that once someone is in the crosswalk not move your motor vehicle keep it in 

the stop position until they are safely out of the crosswalk.  

 

 Alan Mickel, 95 Woodvine Avenue: The two issues I have you being the traffic authority and 

knowing how much you like working with stop signs. On Williams Avenue both stop signs 

at either end of the avenue are falling down. So if somebody could fix the stop signs I would 

appreciate it. The next thing I would like to do is ask the Chief do any of our officers 

currently have a motorcycle license. 

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Chief of Police: Yes, Mr. Mickel we do have officers that have their 

motorcycle endorsement.     

 

  

4. Minutes Approval  

 a. Regular Meeting – March 10, 2021 

 

            Motion: Robert McCarthy seconded by Jamie Russ to accept meeting minutes of March 

 10, 2021. 

 

 Discussion: none.  

 

 Motion passes unanimously  

 

 

5. Correspondence  

 

 a. Town Manager’s memo regarding one-way traffic on Edgewood Ave. – Discussion under 

New Business.  
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6. Old Business  

  

 a. Nov. 17, 2020 tentative hearing regarding removal of MyHoopty.com, LLC from the  

     Municipal Towing List. Report from Attorney Kevin McSherry.  

 

 Attorney McSherry: We have been working on the new towing policy which is now ready for 

adoption by the commission and the MyHoopty issue was going to be resolved fairly simply 

this evening by a motion that would restore them to the towing list and put them in line to 

receiving the new towing policy pursuant to Section 13 of the towing policy which requires 

everyone who is a tower to get the policy and then they would be required to the existing 

towers. MyHoopty would be required to comply with the new regulations which have 

substantially been rewritten by an effort of the Chief and Attorney Fitzpatrick and Attorney 

Jessell. Those regulations would part of what would be adopting tonight. To resolve 

MyHoopty, the simple thing would be to restore them as a tower and allow them to apply 

under the new towing policy.  

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: I would like someone to make a motion to restore MyHoopty as 

a tower for the Town of Watertown and then we can move ahead where we can restore them 

and be under the new policy. But first we have to restore them as a tower to the Town of 

Watertown would somebody like to make that motion?  

 

 Motion: Jamie Hobart Lambo seconded by Robert McCarthy: To restore MyHoopty to the 

Town of Watertown towing list.   

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: I was under the impression that we would not be voting to 

reinstall MyHoopty tonight on the town list but rather endorsing and accepting the new 

revised towing procedures and that we would be disseminating these new procedures to the 3 

tow companies in town and having them reapply for the tow list under these new procedures. 

Am I mistaken on that or are we actually reinstalling MyHoopty under the old procedures and 

then providing these new ones to have them reapply. I am little confused on the process here 

now.  

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: I believe that is the intent but I will ask for clarification from 

Attorney McSherry. 

 

 Attorney McSherry: The Chief is correct in that MyHoopy is to be applying under the new 

towing regulations not under the old towing regulations but in order for them to  be listed or 

receive the regulations under the way the policy as written I believe and we can discuss this 

further is they have to be one of the listed towers. Unless we want to back that off to saying 

it’s one of the companies in town that is available and they would be entitled to receive the 

towing list and then we would not necessarily have to reinstate them. I am sure that is what 

you are thinking of Chief.    
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 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: I thought we were kind of drawing a line in the sand here 

and say as of whatever date we are working under the new revised regulations and that any 

towing company wishing to participate going forward would have to apply under these new 

regulations, maybe I was mistaken on that.    

 

 Attorney McSherry: My thought is that we are adopting the new regulations and to have 

people function under the new regulations and I think the motion we are adopting as we are 

restoring them for allowing them the purpose of applying for the new towing policy rather 

than the old policy. So allowing them with that sort of caveat so they can only apply under 

the new regulations, they are not going back to the old regulations for a week or two weeks. 

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: Understood. 

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: If I am correct Attorney McSherry the resolution is to restore 

MyHooopty under the old regulations if appropriate. Do you want any added verbiage? 

 

 Attorney McSherry: Not under the old regulations I think the added verbiage would be: for 

purposes to be allowed to receive the new policy and if they so allowed if so desired they can 

accept it.  

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: Can you stay that whole motion so that all members are clear 

on what we are doing.  

 

 Attorney McSherry: MyHoopty.com shall be restored as a tower to allow it to receive the 

new towing policy and if MyHoopty decides to accept they will be restored under the new 

policy.  

 

 Jamie Hobart Lambo: A motion to restore MyHoopty to the town towing list under the 

premise that it would be with the revised regulations. 

 

 Attorney McSherry: Maybe I can help you by reading it again: MyHoopty.com shall be 

restored as a tower to allow it to receive the new towing policy and MyHoopty shall decide 

whether to accept it.       

 

 Motion: Jamie Hobart Lambo seconded by Robert McCarthy: MyHoopty.com shall be 

restored as a tower to allow it to receive the new towing policy and MyHoopty shall decide 

whether to accept it.  

  

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: Chief is that what you envisioned.  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: Yes.  

 

  Motion passed unanimously     
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 b. Discussion and possible action on revisions to the Town of Watertown’s “Towing 

Regulations”. 

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: All the commissioners received copies. Attorney Fitzpatrick 

any comments on the new regulations.  

 

 Attorney Fitzpatrick: Good evening Mr. Chairman and members of the board. There was a 

few changes that we made that you are already aware of but because of the experience with 

MyHoopty there were some areas that we wanted to emphasize and repeat in the new towing 

agreement. The main differences are: it’s very clear in the new agreement this is a voluntary 

agreement. Therefore it does not bestow any property rights on any of the towing companies. 

If they want to be a part of this it’s their decision they do not have a right to file a lawsuit 

because of this. The second main part is that the agreement does relate to police and non-

police tows. So if any towing company acts out of order or is disrespectful to Watertown’s 

citizens can be held accountable for police and non-police tows. Lastly we have emphasized 

that any towing company can be removed for any reason and it’s fully within the discretion 

of the Chief of Police. There are a couple of other changes there as well but those are the 

main ones. If anybody has any questions I will be happy to answer them.     

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: Are there any question with members of the commission.  

 

 Hearing none.  

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: We would entertain a motion to accept the revisions to the 

Town of Watertown’s towing regulations as drafted.    

 

 Motion: Jamie Hobart Lambo seconded by Jamie Russ: To accept the Town of Watertown’s 

revised towing regulations.     

 

 Motion passed unanimously        

  

 

7.  New Business: 

 

 a. Discussion on making Edgewood Avenue a one-way street with flow of traffic from  

                Cherry Avenue towards Main Street. 

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: Edgewood Avenue is the roadway that comes down a very 

steep hill by the car wash on Main Street. One of the problems they are having with 

Edgewood Avenue is the road is literally moving because of a ravine where there is heavy 

guardrails that are loosening up with the ravine collapsing. There is money trying to be 

appropriated by the Town to work ultimately to stabilize this particular situation. One of the 

dilemmas that they have fire protection and the Town Manager did check with the Fire 

Department and they would prefer that rather than having a one way street going up the hill 

they would like the one-way street to go down. That is because the fire apparatus would have 
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difficulty in going up the hill especially if it was loaded with water and other items. So they 

would come in on a road above Cherry Avenue they would come in through the top and the 

one-way street would be down. We are trying to restrict the amount of traffic going up the 

street and this is a recommendation that they have made.  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: Edgewood Avenue we have several concerns, one is the 

roadway width is generally less than 20 feet at all points. Making it very difficult for two 

vehicles to actually pass. We now have concerns which were brought to us from previous 

Public Works Director, Roy Cavanaugh that the wall holding Edgewood Avenue up is 

starting to deteriorate and the road is starting to shift down into that ravine. They are working 

on securing funds to rehabilitate the roadway in that area. We also have problems down at 

the intersection of Main Street where Fred’s Car Wash is located. All vehicles that come out 

of Fred’s Car Wash exit onto Edgewood Avenue causing some problems there as cars are 

trying to get on Edgewood Avenue. Cars are trying to turn to come up the hill from Main 

Street there could be a little bit of a bottleneck occurring there. Given the road width 

restrictions and the issue with the road shifting towards the ravine as well as the congestion 

down at the intersection of Main Street I would support a one-way restriction on Edgewood 

Avenue going from Cherry Avenue down the hill to Main Street.  

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: If we vote to proceed with that action what it entails Chief 

dealing with Edgewood coming into a state road are there any complications there 

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: I will check with DOT district board and make sure there is 

no type of encroachment permit that would be required. I do not believe there is at this 

roadway. It is under the jurisdiction of the local traffic authority, as it is town owned and 

maintained. We are not changing the regulatory signage at the intersection of Edgewood and 

Main Street. I don’t believe DOT is going to have any issue with this but I will double check. 

My main concern in changing a two-way to a one-way is the impact on the neighborhood and 

whether making this change is going to adversely affect other roadways in the area. Generally 

speaking when we do want make a change like this we notify neighbors on Edgewood and all 

the surrounding roadways as well as to solicit some type of public opinion. Although in this 

circumstance with Edgewood Road starting to deteriorate and having two cars pass in an area 

where the road is starting crumble we may want to alleviate the Public Participation part of 

this and make an emergency move to make it a one-way road.  

 

 Robert McCarthy: At the end of Edgewood Road coming on to Main Street are you have 

right turn only.  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: There is no plan to have it right turn only down at that point. 

There is a clear line of site in both directions there and there is no major driveways or roads 

that are in close proximity that would warrant a right turn only in that location.  

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: Are there any comments or questions.  

                                          

 Hearing none.  
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 Chairman Richard Antonetti: A motion is in order to make that we do have as a Local Traffic 

Authority for Edgewood Avenue to become a one-way street with the flow of traffic from 

Cherry Avenue towards Main Street.   

 

 Motion: Robert McCarthy seconded by Jamie Hobart Lambo: That Edgewood Avenue be a 

one-way street with flow of traffic from Cherry Avenue towards Main Street.   

 

 Motion passed unanimously  

                   

  

8. Chairman’s Report  

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: Jersey Mikes had their grand opening extending to the 18th.  

 What they are doing is they are trying to raise some money supporting the local Police  

 Department in Watertown.    

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: The Police Benevolent Association is a private non-profit 

 foundation that is made up of the membership of the Police Department here in Watertown.   

 Its main function is to support the members of the department and help support  

 any social functions. They have a charitable outreach arm to organizations to  

 make charitable donations to other organizations in town.         

    

9. Police Chief’s Monthly Police Department Activity Report for March 2021. 

 

 Commission Report 4/14/2021 

 
1) Officer Robert Fortier and K9 “Fran” have completed their first four weeks of the K9 Academy 

and are doing well.   

 

2) The Watertown Police Department Communications Division has hired one new part-time 

dispatcher to fill one of two vacancies.  A second part-time dispatcher is expected to be hired in 

the coming weeks.   

 

3) The Watertown Police Department, with the approval of Town Council, has accepted a generous 

donation from Theraplant to purchase a Harley-Davidson police motorcycle.  The Hometown 

Foundation of Cheshire has generously donated the funds to outfit the motorcycle with 

emergency lights, siren and graphics, as well as the purchase of a full uniform with helmet and 

set-com device.  The Watertown Police Department Training Division is currently seeking a 

motor operator’s course to certify a motor officer.  This will be the first motorcycle in the history 

of the Watertown Police Department, which will allow the Department to participate in regional 

and state-wide events, escorts, parades, etc.   

 

4) The Deputy Police Chief position was posted internally this morning.  Applications are due by 

May 14th.  I look forward to filling that vacancy which will assist me greatly in moving the 

Watertown Police Department towards its potential.   
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5) The Town Council has approved the Town Budget with some nominal cuts.  The police 

department budget has lost a portion of money intended to fund an IT consultant and has lost the 

funding to purchase four patrol rifles.  I am confident that these cuts will not impact the 

Watertown Police Department’s ability to provide police services to the Town of Watertown in 

the upcoming fiscal year.   

 

Chairman Richard Antonetti: Considering the problem for Ms. Camara she felt that she is 

being threatened when she is protesting or picketing with signs. Maybe alert the officers 

that may be on patrol to see if there is any harassment to her in her efforts to carry out her 

constitutional rights.   

 

Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: I noted and agreed and liked her idea of getting the 

sandwich board signs back out at the crosswalks, as well as publicizing our crosswalk law 

and responsibilities both on our social media page and in the Town Times.       

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: We are again moving forward on the Road Safety Audit.  The  

 first thing we want to get in place is the flashing beacons on the two mid-block crossings.  

 We are potentially going to see a sidewalk extension with some funding from the state. There  

 is going to be federal money that the Town can hopefully look into applying for  

 infrastructure improvements.    

 

    

11. Adjournment 

 

 Motion: Robert McCarthy seconded by Jamie Hobart Lambo to adjourn the Regular  

 Meeting at 7:50 p.m. 

  

 Motion passes unanimously  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 ________________________ 

Richard Antonetti, Chairman 

Watertown Police Commission 

 

 

   


